Extensive gastrointestinal damage following a saline emetic.
A 27-year old female received about 1 kg of salt in about 600 ml of water as an emetic after a self-poisoning attempt. Vomiting did not occur and massive necrosis of gastric, duodenal, and jejunal mucosa resulted in a severe and prolonged illness which required 31 weeks of continuous hospital care and 31 laparotomies over a period of 16 months. The dangers of salt emesis are emphasized.